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Live Local Plant Local (6th edition) was compiled to provide information to landowners on the
locally indigenous plants commonly found and suitable for garden plantings. The information
in this guide is based on the previous edition of Live Local Plant Local; however the updated
plant list reflects current plant availability and ease of propagation. Additional information to
encourage sustainable gardening practices has also been included.

All plant nomenclature is in line with Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne (2007)
A Census of the Vascular Plants of Victoria Eighth Edition, the Australian Plant Census
(under development) and any additional published nomenclature corrections.

We would like to thank David Cameron (Senior Botanist, Department of Environment and
Primary Industries/Arthur Rylah Institute) and Dr Graeme Lorimer for their technical support
and advice.
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What are indigenous plants?

Indigenous plants are the original flora, or plants that occur
naturally, in a given location. Because they have evolved to the
conditions within the local environment, indigenous plants are
well adapted to the sails, topography and climate of the local
area. Indigenous species also help to maintain the ecological
balance of the local ecosystem, as plants and animals depend
upon one another in an often complicated interrelationship. In
many instances, the loss of particular plants or animals from
one area can result in the loss of other organisms in another.
For example, the Eltham Copper Butterfly relies on the indigenous
plant Bursaria spinosa (Sweet Bursaria) and a species of native
ant to complete its life cycle. Due to the decline in the population
of this plant,the Eltham Copper Butterfly is now a vulnerable
species.

Nillumbik’s indigenous plants

The Shire of Nillumbik is widely
recognised for its rich and varied
flora and significant natural areas.

Approximately 796 different species of indigenous
plants have been recorded in the Shire, ranging from
small and delicate ground covers to an assortment of
majestic trees, shrubs, beautiful wildflowers, grasses
and sedges. Many of these plants are now listed as
either threatened under the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, rare or
threatened in Victoria and/or threatened under the
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.

The Eltham Copper Butterfly is now a
vulnerable species due to habitat loss.
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Nillumbik’s natu. e

, ral areas

Provide spe'ctacular displays of
wildflowers in Spring.

Indigenous plants in the garden

Many of Nillumbik's local indigenous plant species
make ideal garden plants as they are adapted to
thrive under local conditions, they fit beautifully
within the Nillumbik landscape and they look great
in any garden, providing spectacular displays of
colour and texture throughout the seasons.

The benefit of establishing indigenous plants are that they:

* are perfectly suited to our local soils and * have greater resistance to disease

cl'imate, anc'i'many species will thrive * attract and provide food and shelter
without fertilisers or sprays for local native birds, insects and
¢ require little maintenance to keep them other animals
looking healthy and neat » reflect Nillumbik's natural character,
¢ can withstand Melbourne's hot, dry preserving and enhancing a sense
summers and long dry periods with little of local identity
or no watering » will save you money and water
e grow quickly and often flower within « offer you the opportunity to grow

the first season of being planted a more sustainable garden.

Live Local Plant Local 3



Take notice of any
wildlife that are
visiting your garden
and check if you need
planning permission
before you remove
any dead trees or
shrubs, as they may

Habitat gardening

One of the many benetfits of
indigenous plants is that they
can attract a large range of
wildlife, including insects, birds
and lizards. With some thoughtful
design, you may be surprised

at the types of animals you can

Garden design

Indigenous plants can be used to beautiful effect in almost any
style of garden. When deciding where and what to plant consider
the garden as a whole, taking into account such things as:

1. The style of garden you are trying 4. Habitat elements such as bird baths

to create, and how you would like

it to fit into your local landscape or
neighbourhood. Examples include a
bush garden, contemporary garden or
cottage garden. If you already have an
existing garden featuring exotic plants,
think about how indigenous species
could work with them.

. How you use your garden — consider

including features such as a bench
under a tree to sit and relax, or a path
that meanders through different areas
within the garden.

. Design elements such as feature

trees and the inclusion of different

placed near prickly shrubs (for shelter),
nest boxes in large trees, large rocks for

lizard lounging, or a pond with refuge
logs for frogs.

5. The function, mature size and

growing requirements of each plant.

Ideally, plants with similar growing
requirements should be grouped
together to maximise growth and
efficiency of water use.

Before you start to plan your new garden
remember to look up for powerlines and
check for services below ground. It may
be a wasted effort to plant extensively in

layers of shrubs grasses flowers and easements where access for maintenance
) )

groundcovers. Consider the colours and ~ and other works may be required.
textures of flowers and foliage
and how they will work together
in the garden.

A meandering path
allows you to enjoy
the different areas
of your garden.
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attract to your garden, even in
suburban areas.

Select a variety of plants to create a complex and
natural structure, including large trees, small and
large shrubs, groundcovers, grasses and sedges.
Plants that produce flowers and seeds provide
food for many of our native birds and mammals,
whilst prickly shrubs provide them with a refuge
in which to build their homes or escape from
predators. Dense prickly shrubs and mature trees
such as Acacia verticillata (Prickly Moses) and
Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow Box) can provide
homes for a large range of insect, bird and
mammal species.

Dead trees and shrubs can also provide habitat
for many of our native fauna. Take notice of any
wildlife that are visiting your garden and check if
you need planning permission before you remove
any dead trees or shrubs, as they may be
providing a source of food or habitat.

In addition to dead shrubs and trees, leaving a few
logs (particularly those containing hollows), sticks
and leaves on the ground can provide habitat for
many local insects and lizards.

be providing a source
of food or habitat.

A pond with submerged rocks and logs
can attract frogs to your garden. Rocks,
logs and dense plantings can provide
habitat for a range of wildlife.

LiveLiofal PlantLocal |8



Regenerate or replant?

If you live in an area with pockets of existing (remnant) indigenous
vegetation, it is important to firstly consider whether you may be

able to recruit new plants through natural regeneration.

By allowing existing herbs, grasses and
shrubs to set seed you will obtain new
plants at little or no cost, in a matter

of months.

Fencing existing patches of indigenous
vegetation from stock and/or controlling
rabbits can allow new plants to regenerate,
often in a relatively short period of time.

Reducing your mowing regime in grassy
areas that contain some indigenous
vegetation can also be an effective way of
encouraging the natural vegetation on your
property to regenerate.

In suburban or cleared areas, replanting
with quality nursery stock will almost
certainly be required to establish
indigenous plants on your land.

Windbreaks, shelterbelts and wildlife corridors

Local indigenous plants are great to use when creating
a windbreak, shelterbelt or a wildlife corridor.

Windbreaks or shelterbelts can help to
improve productivity of farms, reduce wind
erosion and improve comfort in the home.
A well designed windbreak can reduce
wind speed by more than 70 per cent and
shelter an area roughly 20 times the mature
height of the trees planted.

Many farmers are now dividing crops

and pasture with thickets of indigenous
vegetation to reduce evaporation rates and
attract insectivorous animals. In turn, these
animals help to protect crops from insect
attack. Many landowners with isolated

or small stands of remnant trees on their
properties are now restoring understorey
vegetation to improve the health of existing
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trees and to link these areas with local
wildlife corridors.

For a windbreak to be effective it should be
structured over a wide area with different
tiers of vegetation. A gentle upward slope
will deflect wind to a higher elevation, while
a steep windbreak tends to be less effective.

Factsheets on shelterbelt design are
available at www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au >
Environment - Land Management -
Community Environmental Recovery Action
Plans. The Department of Environment
and Primary Industries also have several
factsheets on shelterbelt design.

d shelter-
es a number of
ur property:

A well-designe

pelt provid
penefits to YO

Fire and the environment

Fire has been a natural part of Australia’s ecosystems for
thousands of years. Indigenous plants have successfully adapted
to its presence and some species even rely on fire

to stimulate reproduction.

The need to plan for fire prevention should
always be considered when undertaking
planting or landscaping works, especially in
areas that are prone to bushfire.

Under the right conditions all plants, both
indigenous and exotic, can be a potential
fire risk. All property owners should prepare
a fire management plan for their family and
home.

To obtain further advice on developing
a plan, visit the County Fire Authority (CEA)
website www.cfa.vic.gov.au .

The CFA and Department of Environment
and Primary Industries have several
publications addressing the issue of
vegetation and fire management.

Live Local Plant Local 7



Site preparation

To find the ideal spot for your plant, consider its soil, moisture
and sunlight requirements and potential size when fully grown.

R RO

There are four important elements

to successful planting:

*Plant selection e Site preparation

Plant selection

When it comes to selecting indigenous
plants for your garden always consider
which species are most appropriate for
your site. For example, a Swamp Gum is
well suited for planting in a gully situation
but would not do well if planted on a dry
hilltop. To find the ideal spot for your plant,
consider its soil, moisture and sunlight
requirements and potential size when

fully grown. An indigenous plant nursery will
be able to help you with selecting suitable
plants.

Also consider how plants may interact with
each other, especially the impact large
trees may have in your garden as they
mature. If they are not carefully selected
and positioned, large trees may shade out
sun-loving plants underneath them, impact
nearby buildings or plumbing with their
vigorous roots, or create problems with
leaves dropping in gutters.

* Planting technique *Maintenance

When choosing plants from a nursery,
remember that tall plants in larger pots

will not necessarily give you better results.
Tubestock (plants in 15cm tall plastic tubes)
will generally catch up with and outgrow
larger, more mature stock. They are also
easier to establish in difficult sites with poor
soils.

The availability of plant stock from your
local indigenous nurseries may influence
your planting program, as many nurseries
only grow to order. When ordering large
numbers of plants, stock should be ordered
well in advance.

Tubestock is less expensive and will generally catch
up and outgrow more mature stock.

Local provenance — It is important when using indigenous plants to select
plants that are of local provenance, i.e. the local genetic form of the plant. Many
nurseries stock indigenous plants that are not grown from locally collected seeds

or cuttings, and these plants may actually endanger the local genetic stock through
interbreeding. When purchasing indigenous plants always make sure you ask where the
seed or cutting material was collected — if it's not from the Nillumbik area, don't buy it.

Live Local Plant Local

Soil

Ideally, soil is loose and
relatively fine-grained.
Nillumbik's soils, however,
generally have a shallow
topsoil and solid yellow clay
below, which can be very
difficult to work with. These
heavy clays can be improved
by adding compost or other
organic matter, or by digging
in a little gypsum and
watering prior to planting.

If you need to bring soil into
your site, remember that
imported soils can bring new
weed seeds and diseases

to your neighbourhood, so
always use locally obtained
soils if possible.

Remember that indigenous
plants have adapted to local
conditions, so selecting
the right plant for your
soil conditions will greatly
improve your chances of
success.

Weeds

Weeds should be controlled
prior to planting to reduce
competition and post-
planting maintenance. There
are a range of techniques
and products that can be
effective in controlling
weeds, including both
chemical and non-chemical
methods.

Please refer to the Pest
Plants section on page 88
of this booklet for more
information.

Pre-planting mulch

Good quality mulch should
be spread over your garden
to @ minimum depth of 10cm
prior to planting. Covering
the soil surface with mulch
can improve soil structure,
nutrient availability and water
retention, and prevent future
weed growth. If you are on a
bush block it is important to
identify existing indigenous
vegetation to ensure you do
not mulch over the top of it.

Ensure that the mulch

you select is made from

a sustainable resource.
Chipped waste wood and
green waste mulches are
generally a good option.
Always ensure that any
green waste has been well
composted before use to kill
any weed seeds that may be
present.

Mulch improves
soil and helps

- to prevent weed
| growth.
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Planting technique

Once your site is well prepared you can begin planting.
Generally, planting after the first heavy autumn rain is the best
time for dry or exposed sites. For frost prone areas, spring may
be a more appropriate time for planting. Try to avoid any planting

during the summer period.

Step 1

Prepare the planting hole — the
planting hole should be approximately twice
the width of the plant container and slightly
deeper. Remember to dig the hole into

the soil below the mulch — if you plant
straight into the mulch your plant will dry out
and die.

Step 2

Pre-soaking — give your plants a thorough
pre-soaking in a bucket of water prior to
planting. In dry soils, fill the hole with water
and allow it to drain before planting.

Step 3

Prepare the plant — any particularly
long or coiled roots protruding through the
bottom of the pot can be pruned with sharp
secateurs before removing the plant from the
pot. Some root disturbance is tolerable but
be careful not to damage living roots.

When planting good quality tubestock,

it is not necessary to 'tickle', or tease

out the plant’s roots.
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Step 4

Remove the plant from the pot — this
is best achieved by turning the pot upside
down and striking the rim gently against

a solid object.

Step 5

Place the plant into the hole — so that
the plant is a little lower than the original
soil level. Firmly replace the soil around the
plant, breaking up any lumps as you go.

Step 6

Water the plant in well — initially all
plants need to be watered individually to
settle soil around the root system. Plants may
require a good deep soaking once a week
when establishing, particularly during

dry periods.

Make sure
you dig the
hole into the-
soil belovv..

Live Local Plant Local




Maintainance

One of the great things about indigenous plants is that they require

very little maintenance. With just a little work each year, your

indigenous garden will continue to look healthy, neat and beautiful.

1. Reducing competition

Controlling and removing weeds in areas
of your garden or property that contain
indigenous vegetation reduces competition
for water, light and nutrients, helping to
enhance growth.

Unwanted grazing by stock, kangaroos,
wallabies, rabbits and hares can also cause
problems when trying to establish new
plants. When undertaking a large planting,
consider using tree guards to protect

your plants until they are established, or a
temporary fence to prevent damage from
grazing animals.

| o

L)

2. Watering

Monitor new plants during their first
summer. If there has not been a good
soaking rain by mid summer, they will
benefit from weekly or fortnightly watering.
Deep, occasional watering will help the
plant establish deeper roots.

3. Mulching

Topping-up mulch annually helps to
increase water retention and over time, will
increase the organic matter in your soils.

Avoid hot, steaming mulch, as this
indicates that it is still composting.

Check for and remove mulch-borne
seedlings to prevent weed invasion.

Mulch to about 5-10cm to allow rain
penetration, suppress weeds and
reduce soil moisture loss.

oot e

rge plantings may require the use of

tree guards to protect young seedlings.
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4. Pruning

In a garden setting, many indigenous plants
will respond well to careful pruning, and
many will provide better shows of flowers if
heavily pruned.

Pruning is usually best carried out after

the plant has finished flowering. If you are
developing a hedge, begin pruning early in
the plant's life.

Fertilisers aren't

L usually necessary

‘when 'growing’

-~ indigenous plants /|
‘and may‘encourage'

- weed growth. ¢

gardens look
great with
very little
maintenance.

5. Fertiliser

Fertilisers aren't usually necessary when
growing indigenous plants and may
encourage weed growth. Too much fertiliser
can also cause fast, soft plant growth, leaving
plants more vulnerable to insect attack or
harsh climatic conditions.

Too much phosphorus in particular, can kill
many indigenous plants. The addition of
compost or other organic matter is a much
better option for promoting healthy growth.

If you do choose to fertilise, mix a small
amount of slow-release, low phosphate
fertiliser with the soil and backfill into
the hole. Further fertilising is not usually
necessary.

Live Local Plant Local 13
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Indigenous plants can be used to create a natural garden,
can be grown in pots, arranged formally to enhance a
traditional garden, or be used as cut flowers. In fact, there
1S probably an indigenous plant for every use in your
garden. The following list provides examples of how some
indigenous plants can be used to landscape your yard.

Hedges and borders

Many indigenous plants are responsive to pruning and can therefore be grown to form a hedge:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Wattle 85
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria 57
Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark 67
Melicytus dentatus (formerly Hymenanthera dentata) Tree Violet 74
Pomaderris racemosa Cluster Pomaderris 15
Soyridium parvifolium Dusty Miller 72

Small shrubs can be pruned to shape and create a dwarf hedge:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Correa glabra Rock Correa 60
Daviesia latifolia Hop Bitter-pea 73

Many indigenous tussock forming species are ideal to use as border plants:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Dianella laevis Smooth Flax-lily 40
Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush 52
Poa labillardierer* Common Tussock-grass 44

* Poa should be pruned back after flowering to encourage new green growth.

14 Live Local Plant Local
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Purple Coral Pea's (Hardenbergia

violacea) purple flowers look
spectacular when trained
along a fence or feature tree.

Creepers and Climbers

These plants look great when trained to grow along a fence or when climbing the trunk of a
feature tree:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Clematis decipiens Slender Clematis 24
Hardenbergia violacea Purple Coral Pea 24
Kennedia prostrata Running Postman 28
Pandorea pandorana Wonga Vine 26

Live Local Plant Local 15



Lawn alternatives

Native lawns, once established, require much less
water and fertiliser than traditional lawns.

The various species tolerate light to heavy traffic, so
ask your nursery which is best for your situation.

Try to leave lawn clippings on the ground whenever

possible to retain organic matter and nutrients R ——_——n

onsite. Some species suitable as a native lawn are: as a lawn substitute.

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Dichondra repens Kidney Weed 33
Rytidoserma geniculatum (formerly Austrodanthonia geniculata) Kneed Wallaby-grass 46

Rytidosperma penicillatum (formerly Austrodanthonia penicillata) Weeping Wallaby-grass 49

Rytidosperma racemosum (formerly Austrodanthonia racemosa) Slender Wallaby-grass 47
Microlaena stipoides Weeping Crass 43
Groundcovers

These spreading plants look great in rockeries or to fill space underneath a shrub
layer in the garden:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Dichondra repens Kidney Weed 33
Einadia nutans Nodding Saltbush 36
Viola hederacea Native Violet 35

16 Live Local Plant Local

Feature trees

Some indigenous plants make ideal specimen trees for feature planting in a lawn or garden
bed. Some species suitable for large gardens are:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box 81
Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box 82
Eucalyptus tricarpa Red Ironbark 84

The following species perform well as individual trees in a smaller garden:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Acacia implexa Lightwood 17
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 78
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 56
Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoke 79

Screen plants

Screen planting is often necessary to create privacy, conceal undesirable views or buffer
wind and noise. Any of the trees and larger shrubs listed in this booklet are suitable for this

purpose, especially:

Botanical name Common name Page no.
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 78
Allocasuarina verticillata Drooping Sheoke 85
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria 87
Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark 67
Prostanthera lasianthos Victorian Christmas Bush 70
Solanum laciniatum Large Kangaroo Apple 72

Live Local Plant Local
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Colourful flowers
To achieve a mass of colour in your garden try a few of the following indigenous plants:

Yellow flowers

Botanical name Common name

Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting 31
Chrysocephalum semipapposum Clustered Everlasting 32
Coronidium scorpioides (formerly Helichrysum scorpioides)  Button Everlasting 32
Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia 63
Red or Pink Flowers
Botanical name Common name Page no.
Epacris impressa Common Heath 62
Kennedia prostrata Running Postman 25
Pandorea pandorana Wonga Vine 26
White flowers
Botanical name Common name Page no.
Clematis aristata Old Mans Beard 23
Olearia lirata Snowy Daisy-bush 68
Ozothamnus ferrugineus Tree Everlasting 68
Spyridium parvifolium Dusty Miller 12
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Smooth Flax-lily

(Dianella laevis) provides
a beautiful display of pale
blue flowers from August
to January, followed by
purple berries.

Purple flowers
Botanical name Common name Page no.
Brachyscome multifida Cut-leaf Daisy 30
Hardenbergia violacea Purple Coral Pea 24
Indigofera australis Austral Indigo 65
Solanum laciniatum Large Kangaroo Apple 72
Blue flowers
Botanical name Common name Page no.
Dianella laevis (formerly Dianella longifolia) Smooth Flax-lily 40
Dianella admixta (formerly Dianella revoluta) Black-anther Flax-lily 40
Wahlenbergia stricta Tall Bluebell 37

Live Local Plant Local 19



Where can I buy
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The following 1s a list of local nurseries that specialise in
growing plants indigenous to the Shire of Nillumbik. They
also offer advice and guidance on species selection.

Edendale Indigenous Plant
Nursery

30 Gastons Road, Eltham
Phone: 9433 3703

Email: Edendale. Nursery@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Open: Everyday
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Victorian Indigenous

Friends of Warrandyte State
Park Nursery

Pound Bend Road, Warrandyte
Phone: 0408 317 327

Open: Thursday (9.30am-

12.30pm); first Saturday of each

month (9am-1pm); first Sunday
of every month, 2pm to 4pm

Habitat Links

Nursery Cooperative (VINC) Smiths Gully

Yarra Bend Road, Fairfield
Phone: 9482 1710

Open: Monday-Friday
(9am-4pm); Saturday
(10am-4pm)

Phone: 0438 878 270
By appointment.

La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary
Indigenous Plant Nursery
La Trobe University,

Bundoora. Entry and parking
via La Trobe Avenue

Phone: 9479 5061

Email: Plants@latrobe.edu.au
Open: Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Sunday (10am-3pm)

Stringybark Community
Nursery

Behind St Andrews Community
Centre, entry off School Road,
St Andrews.
Email:stringybarkcommunity
nursery@gmail.com

Open: First and third
Wednesday of the month
(3.30pm-5pm). All other days
by appointment.

Osborne Peninsula
Landcare Nursery

39 Osborne Road, North
Warrandyte

Contact: www.osborneland
care.com.au/nursery
Open: Sundays (2pm-4pm)

Many Landcare and Friends groups propagate their own plants for projects. To find
out more about your local community environment group please visit www.nillumbik.

vic.gov.au or call Council's Environmental Planning team on 9433 3316.

Volunteering with your
local community
environment group is a
great way to learn more
about indigenous plants.

20 Live Local Plant Local
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The following is a list of plants you may wish
to include in your garden. Some are suitable
to use in container plantings or for a mass of
colour, while others look great when used in

formal designs or as specimen plants.

Please note: All plant sizes mentioned in this publication are approximate. Environmental
conditions will influence the final height and width of a plant.

Live Local Plant Local 21
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These showy, attractive plants grow well trained along a
fence or climbing up a tree. They can also be used as a
Spreading or matting ground cover.
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Billardiera mutabilis
Common Apple-berry

A twiner or soft climber with bell shaped
flowers. Planted amongst shrubs and
groundcovers, the Common Apple-berry
adds a delicate tangle of branches.This
plant is bird attracting.

Size and habit

* A soft climber that gently winds its
way along the stems and branches
of other plants.

Flowers and foliage

* Leaves 2-4cm long with wavy margins
and soft, hairy new growth.

* A profusion of narrow, yellow-green

tubular flowers hang from the branches.

Flowering usually occurs from late
winter to early summer, followed by
light green to brownish cylindrical fruit.

Preferred growing conditions
* Well-drained soils in semi shade.
» Will tolerate drier conditions.

Creepers and climbers
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Clematis aristata
Old Mans Beard or Mountain Clematis

A vigorous, showy climber with sweetly
scented star-like flowers and attractive,
feathery seed heads.

Size and habit

» A vigorous climber capable of climbing
metres high.

Flowers and foliage

* Eye-catching masses of creamy white star-
shaped flowers from August to March.

* Attractive, feathery seed heads.

Preferred growing conditions
* Moist, well-drained soils.
* Full shade to semi sun.
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Creepers and climbers
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Clematis decipiens (formerly
Clematis microphyila s.1.)
Slender Clematis

This fast growing climber is good for fences
or screen areas on drier sites.

Size and habit

¢ A fast-growing climber.

Flowers and foliage

* Attractive cream-coloured, star-shaped
flowers from July to November.

* Fluffy seed heads.

* Similar to Clematis aristata, with smaller
and narrower leaves.

Preferred growing conditions
* Full to semi sun.
* Dry, well-drained soils.
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Hardenbergia violacea
Purple Coral-pea

The purple pea flower provides a beautiful
display of colour when climbing up a shrub
or over a retaining wall.

Size and habit

* Very attractive and fast growing.

* Growth will vary according to conditions.

Flowers and foliage

* A showy, wiry creeper with beautiful
purple pea flowers and broad, dark
green leaves.

Preferred growing conditions

* Sunny or partly shaded position with
well-drained soils for a long lasting
floral display.

Comment

* The cultivars of this plant are more
vigorous than the gentle and subtle bush
form and present a significant risk to
the wild populations through genetic
pollution.

Hovea heterophylla

Common Hovea

This dainty little plant looks attractive
under trees or when planted amongst
other small plants.

Size and habit

* A trailing or erect small shrub
to 1m tall.

Flowers and foliage

* Mauve-coloured, pea-type flowers
from August to October.

* Long, narrow leaves.

Preferred growing conditions
e Semi sun to full shade.
* Dry, well-drained soil.

Creepers and climbers

Kennedia prostrata
Running Postman

Trailing, hardy and adaptable groundcover
with red pea-shaped flowers and wavy
edged leaves. Spectacular in decorative
pots or hanging baskets where the flowers
can cascade down the sides.

Size and habit

* Groundcover with long, slender
trailing stems.

* The growth will vary so plant in 30-40cm
spacing if you are after a dense mat.

Flowers and foliage

» Attractive grey-green, clover like leaves
with a softly crinkled texture.

* Bright red pea flowers with
yellow centres.

* Mainly flowers in spring.
Preferred growing conditions

* Sunny spot with well-drained soils
for a superb long lasting display.

» Tolerates dry conditions once established.
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gr€_s Creepers and climbers

Comesperma * Prefers sun or partly * An almost leafless, dainty climber

volubile i shaded areas. i with showy blue flowers.
Love Creeper ¢ Well-drained moist soils. * Flowers from August to December.

Glvei {  Fullshadetosemisun. i o A dainty climber with small, mauve
\ ycine i o Moist, well-drained soil. : pea flowers from October to
A VRTRRRTTRIR A I T C]andest]na Toloratos d : Jatary
. . i ¢ Tolerates dryness once :
Pandorea pandorana Twining Glycine i established. i * Food plant for caterpillars.
Wonga Vine
A showy climber which is great for covering
fences and fergoletis. q‘;he Wozga \t/‘lneI b : * Very fine and pretty little climber
requires a strong structure or tree to climb up. '« Profers well drained . which produces numerous purple
Size and habit Thysanotus i soils. i flowers that are fringed tipped.
* A dense, vigorous climber. patersonii i« Tolerates full sun, i * Flowers from August to November.
Twining Fringe-lily : dappled and semi i« Dies back over summer and
Flowers and foliage shade. i emerges from the dormant tuber
* Dark green leaves. in winter.

* White trumpet flowers with burgundy
throats.

* Flowers in spring and summer.

Preferred growing conditions

* Partly shaded areas with well-drained soils
and regular water.

¢ Its natural habitat is in tall, wet forest and
rainforests.

g

Thysanotus patersonii
Twining Fringe Lily

i
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Herbs and groundcovers

Brachyscome diversifolia
Tall Daisy

Acaena novae-zealandiae
Bidgee-widgee

These plants play an important role-in the landscape.
Not only are they attractive, they are useful for binding

This creeping groundcover is useful for This pretty daisy is endangered in the

. binding soil and tolerates a range of Melbourne region. Providing soil is well-
: soil, minimising weed growth, attracting butterflies and : conditions. . drained, this butterfly attracting flower is
- ) . 4 ¢ . . i excellent for small gardens, rockeries or
: are important for attracting pollinators for other plants. : Size and habit . containers.

* Creeping groundcover that dies back

: Indigenous herbs and groundcovers are-able to tolerate a during winter, Size and habit

: wide range of growing conditions. : - o . * Forms a small creeping clump with
: owers and foliage § daisy flowers.
. ! A 5 * Greenish-white flowers from October :
PRI O W . by : /'- v E 2 to January. i Flowers and foliage
BT TN | el | . PP ' LAY I S A ' A P . '
Cl T % -'r \ 1 v’/ < 101 — i * Fruits are round with blunt spines and Prqduces clusters of white and yellow
[+ 20 S { v Tl [ . 73 L AT y - are dispersed by animals and humans., daisy flowers from October to February.
Y~ . i ; . ) »
| | W, Preferred growing conditions i Preferred growing conditions
bt \ | 7 5 ] e * Tolerates wet or dry conditions. i+ Well-drained soil.
) 'l. Y : 4 i - e Full to semi sun. ¢ Full to semi sun.
Y / \ .
1N
\ &P

: Leucochrysum albicafis
. Hoary Sunray

S- | B ¢ - \";
iy i
Y TN
1 ....j‘...
Wiy b S N . - ., b "
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Herbs and groundcovers
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Brachyscome multifida
Cut-leaf Daisy

Year-round daisy-like flowers make this an
ideal cottage garden plant, which is also
butterfly attracting.

Size and habit

* Ornamental, low spreading perennial.

Flowers and foliage

¢ Lilac blue, mauve pink or white daisy-like
flowers year round, peaking in spring and
summer.

Preferred growing conditions

* Moist soil. Will tolerate dryness
once established.

* Full to semi sun.

* May require a light pruning after flowering.
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Brunonia australis
Blue Pincushion

This flowering annual looks attractive
when mass planted and grows well in
containers in an open sunny position.
Blue Pincushion is butterfly attracting.

Size and habit

* Rosette of spoon shaped leaves that
grow in clusters.

¢ Perennial herb.

¢ Can grow up to 50cm high when
flowering.

Flowers and foliage

¢ Dense, blue 'pin cushion’ flowers on
tall stems from October to January.

¢ Leaves at ground level.

Preferred growing conditions
¢ Dry to moist, well-drained soils.
e Semi to full sun.

g T

Chrysocephalum apiculatum
Common Everlasting

This herb requires regular pruning to
encourage new growth and is butterfly
attracting.

Size and habit

* Spreading prostrate herb.

Flowers and foliage

* Bright yellow flowers mainly from
September to December.

* Silvery-grey foliage.

Preferred growing conditions
* Well-drained soil.
¢ Full sun.

¢ Prune regularly to encourage new
growth.

Herbs and groundcovers

Chrysocephalum semipapposum
Clustered Everlasting

This attractive herb requires regular pruning
to encourage new growth and is butterfly
attracting.

Size and habit

* A tufted, perennial herb with erect,
leafy stems which form from a creeping
rhizome up to Im tall.

¢ Plants are variable and three distinct
plant forms occur in Nillumbik (Diamond
Creek/Plenty, Hurstbridge and Eltham/
Warrandyte forms).

Flowers and foliage

* Clusters of golden yellow daisy flowers
from August to March.

* Tight clumps of silvery-green foliage.

Preferred growing conditions
 Full to semi sun.

* Grows in dry areas along ridges and
rocky outcrops.

* Prune after flowering to encourage new
growth.
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Herbs and groundcovers
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Coronidium scorpioides

(formerly Helichrysum scorpioides)

Button Everlasting

__L-| -

This herb requires regular pruning to
encourage new growth and is butterfly
attracting.

Size and habit

* Underground runners create low,
sprawling patches, typically 40cm
across, with flower stems reaching
30cm tall.

* Perennial herb, dying back in the
late summer.

Flowers and foliage

* Leaves are roughly oblong, fleshy and
velvety, typically 5cm long.

* Produces a single yellow flower
held high on the upright stems, from
September to December.

* The flowers are 2-3cm across and dry
well if picked young.

Preferred growing conditions
* Full or semi sun in well-drained soils.
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Dichondra repens
Kidney Weed

This plant is a vigorous groundcover
that can be grown to suppress weeds or
provide a great lawn alternative where
traffic is light.

Size and habit

* A matting groundcover that spreads
quickly, covering large areas.

* Easily divided and transplanted.

Flowers and foliage

* Light to dark green, kidney-shaped
foliage to approximately 2cm across.

* Inconspicuous creamy-green flowers
in spring.
Preferred growing conditions
¢ Prefers some shade and moist conditions.

* Plant between pavers to create a
softening effect or as an alternative to
lawn in a shady garden setting.

* May spread widely in moist conditions.

Leucochrysum albicans
Hoary Sunray

This dense, clumping herb is very effective

when used in mass displays and is butterfly

attracting.

Size and habit
* A dense, clumping perennial herb.

Flowers and foliage

* Papery yellow flowers from November
to March.

* Soft, silvery-white leaves.

Preferred growing conditions
¢ Very well-drained soils.
 Full to semi sun.

* Grows well amongst rock and is suited
to rockeries or containers.

Herbs and groundcovers

L &

Pelargonium australe
Rustral Stork’s-bill

This pretty, sprawling groundcover may die
back in summer.

Size and habit

* A matting groundcover that spreads quickly,
covering large areas.

* Easily divided and transplanted.

Flowers and foliage

* Clusters of pretty pink/white flowers on long
stalks, with purple veins.

* Flowers from October to February.
¢ Aromatic, rounded leaves.

Preferred growing conditions
* Moist, well-drained soils.
* Semi to full sun.
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Herbs and groundcovers
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Platylobium obtusangulum
Common Flat-pea

Attractive upright, but low growing shrub
suitable for gardens and bushland. Not a
vigorous plant.

Size and habit

* Upright or scrambling low growing shrub.

Flowers and foliage

* Yellow and red pea flowers from
September to December.

* Decorative triangular leaf.

Preferred growing conditions
* Dry, well-drained soils.
 Full to semi sun.
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Stylidium armeria
Common Triggerplant

Showy wildflower with brightly coloured
blooms. Each flower has a tiny trigger-like
‘arm’ that firmly hits insects on the back
with pollen when they land on the flowers.

Size and habit

* Tufted plant to 25cm with flowering
spikes up to 1m tall.

Flowers and foliage

* Attractive, delicate deep pink blooms
in a slender spike.

* Crass-like leaves.

Preferred growing conditions

* Open, sunny position with adequate
moisture.

» Will tolerate dryness once established.

Comments

* Crass Trigger-plant can sometimes be
hard to establish.

Vz"o]a hederacea
Native Violet or Ivy-leaf Violet

Native Violet is an attractive plant

for hanging baskets, rockeries and
courtyards and makes a great alternative
to introduced violets.

Size and habit

* A showy groundcover with creeping
stems.

Flowers and foliage

* Masses of white flowers with purple
centres mainly in spring.

* Aftractive, green, kidney-shaped foliage.

Preferred growing conditions
* Moist, semi-shaded positions.

* Hanging baskets need to be
kept moist.

Herbs and groundcovers

Xerochrysum viscosum
Shiny Everlasting

This branched herb, with its papery daisy
flowers, is excellent for garden or container
planting and is also butterfly attracting.
Size and habit

¢ Erect, multi-stemmed herb.

* Grows up to 80cm tall.

Flowers and foliage

* Bright yellow, papery daisy flowers from
August to April.

Preferred growing conditions

* Dry soils.

* Full to semi sun.

* Prune in late winter to encourage bushiness
and extended life.
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Vg€ _» Herbs and groundcovers

NAME GROWING CONDITIONS : FEATURES NAME GROWING CONDITIONS FEATURES
L, A  Crows in a variety of soil types and
é:ep;lojé’gjl‘/n;'hos Full t? sl s, . ccosystems.
_ * Spectacular large, golden button sglll But tonli ieocil;u'rseosﬂwell eiEmEsl | Displays small bright yellow ‘button’
Cra Spedl a « Ful to semi sun. flowers from September to November. Y : ERgE
variabilis N . * Suits CONAINETS, TOCKEIIES OF TNASS oo oo oot
Variable Billy-buttons o181, bOggy SOLS. plantings. ‘ ‘
« Butterfly attracting : * Imparts a delightful mint fragrance. _
Mentha * Plant by ponds or » White flowers from September to March.é
australis . pathways, where i * Attracts insect eating birds. :
................................................................................................................................................................................................... River Mint soil is wet to moist. e Cood alternative to introduced
* Small saltbush with inconspicuous mint species.

. Einadia hastata
i Saloop Saltbush or Berry
Saltbush

...................................................................................................................................................................................................

. Einadia nutans
. Nodding Saltbush

...................................................................................................................................................................................................

. Geranium

. solanderi var.
i solanderi

{ Rustral Cranesbill
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* Requires well-
drained soils and
tolerates dryness.

¢ Light pruning
promotes dense
bushy growth.

e Full to semi sun.

* Dry, well-drained
soils.

for dry gardens
and rockeries.

e Forms a dense
cover in damp
areas.

e Semi sun.

¢ Requires well-
drained soils, but
tolerates moisture.

Useful groundcover

* A creeping, perennial herb with deeply

cream flowers from December to
February.
Succulent red berries following

flowering provide a food source
for birds.

0.1-0.2m tall and 0.2-0.5m wide.

Food for the caterpillars of the
Chequered Blue Butterfly.

Sprawling or scrambling plant with
clusters of greenish flowers from
December to May, followed by
succulent red berries.

Crey foliage.

Food source for birds and caterpillars
of the Chequered Blue Butterfly.

lobed leaves and small pale pink
flowers from October to February.

This species is listed as vulnerable in
Victoria.

]ylc-’;]sifs Sp.S * Partial or semi shade.
(froreatizh 7N UiETORETENS © * Prefers well drained

lanceolata)
Yam Daisy

Pultenaea
pedunculata
Matted Bush-pea

Vittadinia
muelleri
Narrow-leaf New
Holland Daisy

Wahlenbergia
Stricta
Tall Bluebell

soils.

* Full to semi sun.
* Likes well-drained

soils.

e Full to semi sun.
» Will tolerate some

dryness.

Upright herb with fleshy tuberous root.

Displays a single yellow ‘dandelion’
flower from July to November.

* Distinguished from the weedy Garden

Dandelion as the bud droops before
opening.

Tuberous root was a staple part of the
aboriginal diet.

* Yellow and red, ‘egg and bacon’ type

pea flowers from October to November.

Useful for soil binding, cascading over
rockeries or in containers.

Important to plant local form.

Small, perennial shrub found in the
open.

Blue flowers for most of the year.

Dainty, erect, clumping herb with
masses of light blue bell flowers on
slender stems from August to January.

Looks great in containers or when
planted amongst grasses.
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Very attractive and easy to maintain, most indigenous lilies
also have a variety of uses from bush tucker to basket
making. Most lilies are both tough and long-lived making
them suitable to grow in containers, rockeries or drier
gardens.

Bulbine bulbosa
Bulbine Lily

Arthropodium strictum
Chocolate Lily

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

An outstanding wildflower best planted i The Bulbine Lily is an attractive,

in drifts combined with architectural i long-flowering wildflower for rockeries and
plants, such as Kangaroo Grass or i cottage gardens that spreads by seed to form
massed with the yellow flowering ¢ showy clumps. It works well planted in drifts,
Bulbine Lily. pots or containers.

Size and habit Size and habit

* Alow rosette of grassy leaves, typically * Small to medium, slender tussocks typically
30-40cm in diameter. 25cm tall and 30cm wide, dying back to

* Retreats to underground tubers after tubers in mid-summer and autumn.

flowering until the following winter. * Flower stems are typically 50-60cm tall.

* Flowers are borne on branching stems

up to Im tall Flowers and foliage

i * Fleshy, tubular green leaves, typically 3-4mm
Flowers and foliage thick.

e Delightful violet-purple, chocolate- * Masses of showy, bright yellow, star-shaped
vanilla scented flowers in spring and flowers in spring and summer on erect,
early summer. slender spikes.

* Soft green leaves 20-30cm long in a

Preferred growing conditions
sparse tuft.

Bulbine bulbosa * An adaptable plant that grows best in semi-

-
AR RN RN NN S N NN NN

Bulbine Lily Preferred growing conditions shade or sunny spots with regular moisture
o Well-drained soils. and well-drained soils.
' * Tty growing in decorative pots. N Plapts will retreat to‘underground tubers
during dormant periods.
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Lilies

Dianella admixtra
(formerly Dianella revoluta)
Black-anther Flax-lily

The Black-anther Flax-lily is an attractive, long-
lived plant that is easy to maintain and very
impressive when